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Dear Families, 
 We hope that you are enjoying 
warmer weather and getting closer to an-
other semester ending.  Last month we 
took advantage of hosting a table for the 
childcare program at “FSU Day at the 
Capital.”  This was a great opportunity for 
legislatures to see all the wonderful pro-
grams at FSU.  We made some great con-
nections and are looking forward to part-
nering with several academic and service 
departments to enhance your child’s expe-
rience and learning. 
 

More parent resources online 
 We are moving forward with 
streamlining some of the information and 
processes associated with our program.   
The withdrawal notice can now be found 
and submitted online at http://
childcare.fsu.edu/For-Parents.  In this sec-
tion you will also find the schedules for 
each of the centers.   Monthly menus 
will no longer be posted in the newsletter 
but will be posted online under the “For 
Parents” section.  We are working on get-
ting the center curriculum themes posted 

online as well. 
 

Marketing and Transition Program 
 We are currently working with the 
Union marketing staff to produce a virtual 
tour of the centers.  This video will high-
light the facilities as well as key points of 
our high quality program.  We will begin 
advertising in the Giggles magazine start-
ing in May.  Copies of the magazine will 
come home with children every other 
month.   
 Going to school for the first time 
and moving to a new school is a major 
event for families and children.  We want 
to help our families make a smooth transi-
tion to ensure that their children begin 
school with a love of learning, which is 
why we are developing a Transition Pro-
gram.  The transition program will in-
clude information from the parents and 
the teachers as the child develops.  This 
information is essential to ensuring that 
your child’s needs are met and that their 
learning is individualized and intentional.  
It is important for the child to be a part of  

Continued on page 10 
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Resources online, withdrawal notices, menus, marketing and transition 
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Tuition Rates.  Tuition rates 
are assessed according to parent 
status.  Non-refundable regis-
tration fee $10 upon enrollment 
and each Sept. 1, thereafter.  
Tuition is calculated on 44 
weeks of care or 11 
months.  Tuition is not charged 
in August.  Tuition is due on 
the first day of the month; late 
by the 10th day. 
 

Student Rate 
Undergraduate parents must be 
registered for a minimum of 6 
hours and graduate student par-
ents must be registered for a 
minimum of 3 semester hours.   
During the summer semester, if 
a student parent is not enrolled,  
to receive the student rate dur-
ing the summer semester, the 
parent must be registered at as 
student for the preceding spring 
semester and upcoming fall 
semester.  

 

Pell Recipient/Eligible stu-
dent (under Infant and Toddler 
Center CCAMPIS Grant) 
To receive the Pell Grant stu-
dent parent rates, the parent 
must be eligible to receive or be 
receiving Pell Grant funds. 
 

Military Connected Family 
student    
(under Infant and Toddler Cen-
ter CCAMPIS Grant) 
To receive the Military con-
nected student parent rate, the 
student must be in veteran or 
active duty status or have a 
spouse in veteran or active duty 
status.  
 

Faculty/Staff Rate 
Parents must be  employed as 
an FSU faculty member, OPS, 
USPS or A&P staff member, 
FSU Visiting Scholar/
Researcher /Post Doc.  FSU 
employees enrolled as special 
students or as a student using 
the university tuition waiver 
will receive the Faculty/Staff 
rate. 
 

School Readiness Subsidies.  
Parents will be responsible for 
paying the full amount of tui-
tion at the stated rate above 
before the 10th of each 
month.   Any subsidies from 
the School Readiness Program 
will be applied as a credit to 
your account when it is re-
ceived from the agency. 
 

School Readiness Program pro-
vides tuition assistance to eligi-
ble families who are working 
and/or attending school for a  
minimum of 20 hours per week.  
See more at: http://
www.elcbigbend.org/Parents/
School-Readiness-
Waitlist#sthash.pKz5MBPj.dpuf 
 
 

FSU Child Development Programs 
Monday-Friday 7:30 AM- 5:30PM 
 
Associate Director, Tiffany Karnisky 
850-644-5664 
tkarnisky@admin.fsu.edu 
 
Program Associate, Brenda Thompkins 
Grants Analyst, Bill Stacey 
Telephone: 644–7970 
Fax: 644-8565 
157-01 Herlong Drive 
Tallahassee, FL 32310-4174 
 
 
 
 

Infant and Toddler Center 
DCF License #C02LE0260  
Monday-Friday 7:30 AM- 5:30PM 
Center Director, Dana Johnson 
Telephone: 644-0003 
330 Pennell Circle #1 
Tallahassee, FL 32310 
 

 
Children’s Center 
DCF License #C02LE0519  
Monday-Friday 7:30AM- 5:30PM 
Center Director, Beth Roberts 
Telephone: 645-9576 
169 Herlong Drive 
Tallahassee, FL 32310 

FSU Child Development Program  
Contact Information 

  March 2015 

Effective  January 1, 2015 
Infant and Toddler Center 

 

Pell Recipient/Eligible student parent             $536 

Military Connected Family student parent     $603 

FSU Student      $670 

FSU Faculty/Staff  $749 

Alumni/Community  $817 
  

Children’s Center  

FSU Student      $529 

FSU Faculty/Staff  $631 

Alumni/Community  $885 
  

VPK Parent Portion   

FSU Student    $237 

FSU Faculty/Staff     $339 

Alumni/Community     $593 

Tuition Rates 2014-2015 
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FSU REGISTRAR  CALENDAR 

Apr. 3, 2015 
End of 12th week of classes. 
Deadline for late drop with dean’s permission. 

Apr. 6, 2015 Last day for master’s students to submit their manuscript for initial format check. 

Apr. 10, 2015 
Financial Aid Exit Interviews Deadline for all students with federal loans graduating, transferring, or taking 
less than six semester hours. Visit https://my.fsu.edu and log on to Secure Apps. 

Apr. 20, 2015 
Last day for all doctoral and master’s students to submit revised, defended version of manuscript and all 
required forms. 

Apr. 24, 2015 

Last Day of Classes. 
Last day to submit ServScript hours online. 
Last day to reduce course load, if permitted by the academic dean. 
Last day to withdraw from the University. 
Last day to apply for AA Certificate at the Office of Undergraduate Studies,  
UCA 3400. 
Veterans’ Deferments Expire. Full tuition payment must be received to avoid  
a late payment fee. 

Apr. 27–May 1, 2015 Final Exam Week. 

Withdrawal Notices 
April 1st is the last day to submit a 
withdrawal notice if you will be 
leaving at the end of the Spring se-
mester without being charged be-
yond the end of the semester. 
 A thirty day written notice 
must be given to avoid incurring 
tuition fees past the date you plan 
to have your child participate.   
The notice must be submitted 
online or by paper form available 
at the center or at FSU Childcare & 
Early Learning Programs Office, 
157-01 Herlong Drive.  
 Online forms are considered 
valid and binding once submitted.  
Paper forms must be signed and 
time/date stamped by a program 
staff member to be valid.  Other 
notifications such as verbal com-
munication with a staff member 
will not be considered valid notic-
es. 
 Once a withdrawal form has 
been submitted, changes to an earli-
er date will not be accepted.  Fail-
ure to give the required 30 day 
notice will result in monetary 
charges for a full month’s tuition 
irrespective of whether the child 
attends or not. This allows the 
centers and families adequate time 

to prepare 
for the 
child’s 
departure 
from the 
center and new families adequate 
time to enroll. 
 
2014-2015 VPK Program  
The 2014-2015 VPK will end on 
April 24th.  Please note that regular 
tuition rates for the summer semes-
ter will begin May 1st.  Tuition 
rates can be found on page 2 of this 
newsletter. 
 
Health and Illness Forms Updat-
ed 
We have revised the Health/Illness 
form you receive when you pick up 
your child due to illness.  The staff 
should be giving you a copy to sign 
and take with you.  If you do not 
receive one please ask for one.  
This form provides you with essen-
tial information regarding your 
child’s return.  This weather has 
brought with it many colds and ill-
nesses.  We appreciate your sensi-
tivity in keeping your children at 
home to reduce the exposure to oth-
er children, staff and parents.   
 

Don’t forget to make sure your 
child has an appropriate change 
of clothes for the warmer weath-
er. 

WATCH YOUR SPEED! 
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On Campus 

 http://
calendar.fsu.edu/Lists/
Calendar/calendar.aspx 
 http://
union.fsu.edu/events/ 
 

 
 

Around Town 
 http://fun4tallykids.com/Calendar/

week.listevents/2014/06/03/ 
 http://www.visittallahassee.com/events/ 

Annual two-day juried art festival held beneath the moss-draped 
oak trees in the downtown Chain of Parks.  Browse exhibits of 
artwork for purchase from more than 150 artists from around the 
country.  Live music and food. FREE.  Enjoy and share the fun 
using #IHeartTally on your favorite social media sites.  For more 
information, call 850-222-8800 or go to http://
www.lemoyne.org/.  

LeMoyne Chain of Parks Arts 

Festival  April 18-19 

What’s Happening? 

Slide the City (April 4) is a family 
friendly 1,000 foot slip-and-slide water party event. There 
will be live music, food, drinks, water, and of course the 
biggest slip and slide ever to hit asphalt. Don’t worry, we’ve 
got it padded. Make sure to bring your water buckets, float-
ies, and water guns (non-realistic of course), to squirt, spray, 
splash, and get all attending soaked.   For more information, 
go to http://www.slidethecity.com/events/tallahassee/. 

Family Health Day 
April 11 

Florida Historic Capitol Museum 
400 South Monroe St. 

Participate in a family-friendly, heart-happy, well-being, activity
-filled day. From aerobics in the courtyard to activities in the 
chambers, we celebrate health! For activity schedule, visit our 
website.  For more information, call 850-487-1902 or go to 
http://www.flhistoriccapitol.gov/exhibits/publichealth.cfm. 

Southern Shakespeare will perform A Midsummer Night's Dream 
"Summer of Love" at the Capital City Amphitheater April 17-19, 
at 7:30 p.m. The performance will mix Shakespeare's Renais-
sance with the love and peace culture of the 1960's.   On April 18 
a free festival in Cascades Park will accompany the performance. 
Event will run from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and will include face-
painting, fencing, crafts, costume play, live music, dance and a 
special appearance by Sonnet Man who turns Shakespeare's son-
nets into hip-hop music. Food and drink will be provided by The 
Edison and GrassLands Brewing Company. A free shuttle service 
will be offered to transport patrons between the festival and 
LeMoyne's Chain of Parks Art Festival.    
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 We hope everyone had a wonderful 
Spring Break!  Spring is around us everywhere!   

In February we welcomed the year of the goat 
and celebrated Chinese New Year.  We also worked 
on Valentine’s Day for the first half of the month.  
We painted and colored with pink and red.  We dis-
covered when we finger painted hearts with red and 
white that when you mix the two together it makes 
pink!!  We enjoyed our Valentine’s celebration, thank 
you to all of the parents who brought in treats for us.  
For the second half of the month we worked on Com-
munity Helpers.  This is always one of our favor-
ites!!!!  We loved dressing up like mail carriers, fire 
fighters and truck drivers in Dramatic Play to name a 
few, but the best part was when the fire truck came to 
visit!!!!!  We got to hear to sirens, see the lights, 
climb through the fire truck and watch the big ladder 
go up 10 stories high!!!! It was so exciting! 

     For the first part of March we worked on Rain-
bows, St. Patrick’s Day and the color green.  After 
returning from Spring Break we worked on Spring 
has Sprung and Bugs and Butterflies.  This included 
bunnies, chicks and Easter Eggs!!  We painted and 
colored with all of our colors to make rainbows and 
things.  We played with our plastic eggs in the sand 
box, sponge painted with green, made shamrock peo-
ple and made shamrock collages. We made handprint 
bunnies and cottonball chicks, and experimented with 
different colors when we colored eggs.   We went on 
Spring nature walks and enjoyed the beautiful spring 
weather outside.  We saw birds singing in the trees 
and so many flowers growing all around us.  We sang 
songs like “I love you”, “I’m a little shamrock”, and 
“Ten Little Butterflies.”  We read some of our favor-
ite books including Spring Has Sprung, How Do You 
Make a Rainbow, and Thumpity Gets Dressed.   

We are looking forward to spending a little 
more time outside now that spring has arrived.   

 Continued on page 10  
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 February, even with a few less 
days was packed full of activities 
and celebrations! We celebrated 
Groundhog Day, Valentine’s Day, 
President’s Day, and the beginning 
of a new Lunar Year.  We also 
learned about shadows, hibernation, 
the four seasons, Chinese New 
Year traditions, and how to take 
good care of our teeth.  The chil-
dren enjoyed exploring thermome-
ters, making and decorating heart-
shaped crafts, toothpaste putty, 
making homemade dumplings and 
brushing our giant sets of teeth! 

 March was a month full of 
surprises.  We kicked the month off 
by celebrating  one of our favorite 
authors, Dr. Seuss! The children 
enjoyed a week full of special ac-
tivities and fun dress-up days as 
they focused on some of their fa-
vorite Dr. Seuss books.  After 
spring break, we dove into our 
study of volcanoes, dinosaurs, rep-
tiles, and amphibians.  The children 
experienced many different science 
experiments from watching an 
eruption of Mentos and Diet Coke 
to creating a home-made lava 
lamp.  During Dinosaur week, the 
children learned all 
about carnivores, her-
bivores, and omni-
vores, went camping 
in dinosaur country, 
and made dinosaur 
egg treats.  The final 
days of March were 
spent beginning a 
study of reptiles and 
amphibians.   
 In April, we 
will shift our focus to 
the outside world 
around us.  We will 
be talking about weather and learn-
ing about trees, plants and flow-
ers.  We will also discuss Earth Day 
and the importance of recycling. As 

a part of this 
theme the chil-
dren will create 
a three day pro-
ject that shows 
the parts of the 
plant as they 
plant  a seed, 
add roots and a 
stem, and then 
allow their 
plant to flower.  
This theme will also include a dis-
cussion about Arbor Day (April 
24), planting a tree and talking 
about the importance of trees! 
 They will read books like 

Harvey Potter’s Bal-
loon Farm, Michael 
Recycle, Chickens 
are not the Only 
Ones  and The Tiny 
Seed. Songs for 
April include “The 
Green Grass Grows 
All Around”,   
 and “Flower, Stem, 
Leaves, and Roots”. 
The letters for April 
are R for rain and 
recycle and E for 

earth and environment.  The color 
is green.  April’s cooking activities 
will include making and eating a 
Tree-shaped spinach & cheese piz-

za and an Earth Day birthday cake.  
We will review the concept of se-
quence while learning about the life 
cycle of a chicken.  For our literacy 
emphasis we will enjoy matching 
uppercase and lowercase letters, 
practice beginning and ending 
sounds and continue working on 
letter formation.  
 VPK will come to an end on 
April 24th.  The semester ends on 
May 1st.  Congratulations to those 
of you who will be graduating! 

FSU Children’s Center Staff 
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FSU Coastal & Marine Lab 
Open House  

Saturday, April 25, 2015 10AM-3PM 
Restoring Resiliency, Protecting Our Oceans & Coastlines 

 

Protecting our oceans and coastlines is something we all can do. We celebrate 
that ability and our scientific knowledge of the sea. 

Hands on Activities    Touch Tanks    Videos & talks by Scientists 

Interactive Displays    Tour the 65’ Vessel, R/V Apalachee 

Food from the Costal    Lots of Fun 

3618 Highway 98    St. Teresa    850. 697. 4120 

Www.marinelab.fsu.edu 
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Infant/Toddler Center, continued from 
page 6 
     For the first part of this month we 
will continue to work on all things 
spring.  This will include working on 
the colors yellow and pink along with 
bunnies, chicks and Easter Eggs!!   
We will paint with yellow and pink, 
make tissue paper eggs and handprint 
bunnies along with other Easter sur-

prises. We will 
make handprint 
bunnies and cotton 
ball chicks. We 
will experiment 
with all the differ-
ent colors when we 
color eggs.  We 
will also have our 
annual egg hunt!! 
We can’t wait!!!!  
For the second half 
of the month we 
will be working on 
April showers, the 
color blue and gar-
dening for earth 
day!!!!  We will be 
making umbrellas, 
thumbprint 
raindrops and mud 

puddles for April rain.  We will deco-
rate our classrooms with some fruits 
and vegetables for our “pretend” gar-
den. We will sing some songs includ-
ing “Ten Little Bunnies” and “Here 
Comes Peter Cottontail”.  We will 
read books like In My Garden, a pop-
up book by Gill 
Davies, Splish 
Splash Spring by 
Jan Carr and The 
Very Lazy Lady-
bug along with 
some of our other 
favorite books. 
We are looking 
forward to a fun 
filled month be-
fore the semester 
ends!!  
 To keep 
the learning hap-
pening at home, 
talk about the 

changing weather every day and also 
point out how things are blooming 
and turning green for spring.  Go for 
some spring time strolls and enjoy the 
blossoms. 

ITCDC Staff 

Continued from front page 
 
the process as well.  Helping them to 
understand their new school will help 
alleviate fears of the unknown.  We 
are developing a video for parents to 
watch with their children of our cen-
ters.  The video will be from the per-
spective of the child and will allow 
the child to see what their school is 
like long before they 
step through the front 
door.  We are also 
working to design a 
story books for our 
families.  These books 
can be read together 
and shared with ex-
tended family.  The 
books will have pic-
tures of the class-
rooms and the child’s 
teachers.  As children 
become familiar with 
the faces and the loca-
tion we hope that their 
transition into our 
program will be 
smoother for them 
and our parents. 
 

Alumni Village Demolition Project 
 Major demolition began on 
Monday, March 23. 2015. Due to the 
numerous construction vehicles using 
the Pennell Circle entrance, the con-
struction management team changed 
the traffic flow to the centers. Pennell 
Circle (the first gate off Levy Street 
into Alumni Village) closed starting 
on Monday March 23, 2015. Pennell 
Circle is expected to remain closed 
through June 12, 2015.  Demolition 
activities are progressing on schedule. 
 As a reminder, for your safe-
ty, please do not enter or exit the Pen-
nell Circle gate. As the demolition 
continues we will keep you updated 
on any significant changes that may 
affect our families. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact 
Tiffany Karnisky or Bill Stacey at 850
-644-7970. 

Sincerely, 
Tiffany Karnisky 
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International Women’s Day  
 International Women's Day 
is sponsored worldwide by the 
United Nations. The roots of this 
celebration goes back to 1908 when 
15,000 women marched through 
New York City demanding shorter 
hours, better pay and voting  rights. 
The first International Women's 
Day was held March 19, 1911. 
Women socialists and trade unions 
held an earlier Women's Day on the 
last Sunday in February, 1908. The 
event grew from there and has been 
celebrated annually since. The fo-
cus is upon women workers, and 
advancing women's rights in the 
workforce, politics and society. 
Source: http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/
iwd.htm 
Image: http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-
3517931,00.html 
 

Purim  
 Purim is a joyous Jewish 
celebration occurring on the 14th 
day of the month of Adar in the He-
brew calendar beginning at sunset. 
According to the Book of Esther 
(the Megillah), the king of Persia, 
Ahasuerus, was nearly convinced to 
kill all the Jews in his land. Ahasu-
erus' chief advisor Haman despised 
Jews, especially a man named Mor-
dechai who had refused to bow be-
fore Haman. Mordechai's niece, 
Esther, was Ahasuerus' 

queen. Haman wanted to punish all 
Jews for Mordechai's actions and 
convinced Ahasuerus of his posi-
tion. Ahasuerus, unaware that his 
queen was Jewish, accepted 
Haman's plan to cast lots, or Purim, 
to determine a day for murdering 
the Jews. Esther intervened on be-
half of her people by telling the 
king that she was Jewish. Upon 
hearing this, Ahasuerus ordered 
Haman's death instead and Mor-
dechai assumed Haman's position 
as chief advisor. During Purim, the 
Book of Esther is read aloud in the 
synagogue. When Haman's name is 

mentioned, the listeners stamp their 
feet, boo and hiss and make noise 
with graggers. 
Source: http://www3.kumc.edu/diversity/ethnic_relig/
purim.html 

  
St. Patrick’s Day  
 St. Patrick’s Day is celebrat-
ed annually on March 17 in honor 
of Ireland's patron saint. St. Patrick 
was born between AD 370 and 390 
and was originally a Scottish pagan. 
His given name Maewyn Succat 
was changed to Patricius (Patrick) 
after his conversion to Christianity.  
 

Continued on next page 

Do you have news 
you would like to 

share? 
Tell others about a great book 
you and your child have read? 
or just say happy birthday, 
thank you or congratulations,?  
Please send us your news.   
Submissions are due a month 
in advance.   

Email Brenda Thompkins at  
bthompkins@admin.fsu.edu 

The NAEYC for Families website at http://families.naeyc.org/ 
offers a wealth of  information and resources for parents of young 
children.   Families Today features articles from Dr. T. Berry 
Brazelton and Dr. Joshua Sparrow.  Dr. Brazelton, renowned pe-
diatrician and behaviorist and child development expert, and Dr. 
Sparrow, child psychiatrist, offer parents reassuring information 
and tips on the developing child.  Topics includes articles and 
even more tips for parents.    
 

Holiday History  
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At the age of 16, Patrick was sold 
into slavery in Ireland. He later 
boarded a rescue ship and fled to 
France. Patrick 
returned to Ireland 
as a missionary 
and succeeded in 
converting the 
Irish to Christiani-
ty. It is said that he 
used a shamrock to 
explain the Trinity 
to potential con-
verts. Patrick is 
also reported to 
have driven all of 
the snakes, a pagan 
symbol, out of Ireland. This is per-
haps a metaphor for driving pagan-
ism out of Ireland. St. Patrick's Day 
celebrations in the United States are 
secular and date back as far as 1737 
when Boston held its first St. Pat-
rick's Day parade. The day is cele-
brated with green beer, the wearing 
of green clothing, and parades. 
However, in Ireland, the day is pri-
marily a religious occasion.  
Source:http://www3.kumc.edu/diversity/ethnic_relig/
stpats.html 

  
Spring (Vernal) Equinox  
 Far from being an arbitrary 
indicator of the changing seasons, 
March 20 (March 21 in some years) 
is significant for astronomical rea-
sons. On this day, the Sun will 
cross directly over the Earth's equa-
tor. This moment is known as the 
vernal equinox in the Northern 
Hemisphere. For the Southern 
Hemisphere, this is the moment of 
the autumnal equinox. Translated 
literally, equinox means "equal 
night." Because the sun is posi-
tioned above the equator, day and 
night are about equal in length all 
over the world during the equinox-
es. A second equinox occurs each 
year on September 22 or 23. This 
date will mark the autumnal equi-

nox in the Northern Hemisphere 
and the vernal equinox in the 
Southern (vernal denotes "spring").  

These brief 
but monu-
mental mo-
ments owe 
their signifi-
cance to the 
23.4 degree 
tilt of the 
Earth's axis. 
Because of 
the tilt, we 
receive the 
Sun's rays 
most directly 

in the summer. In the winter, when 
we are tilted away from the Sun, 
the rays pass through the atmos-
phere at a greater slant, bringing 
lower temperatures. If the Earth 
rotated on an axis perpendicular to 
the plane of the 
Earth's orbit around 
the Sun, there 
would be no varia-
tion in day lengths 
or temperatures 
throughout the 
year, and we would 
not have seasons.  
Source:http://
www.infoplease.com/spot/
riteofspring1.html 

  
Palm Sunday 
 Palm Sun-
day occurs on the 
Sunday before 
Easter Sunday in the Western 
Christian liturgical calendar. It sig-
nals the upcoming end of Lent and 
the  beginning of Holy Week. The 
day commemorates the spreading 
of palms and clothing in Jesus' path 
as He entered Jerusalem prior to 
His crucifixion:They brought the 
donkey and the colt, placed their 
cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on 
them. A very large crowd spread 

their cloaks on the road, while oth-
ers cut branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road. The 
crowds that went ahead of him and 
those that followed shouted, 
"Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest!" (Matthew 21:7-9) Many 
churches re-enact Jesus' return to 
Jerusalem with a processional in 
which participants wave palm 
branches. In areas where palm trees 
are unavailable, branches of the 
pussy willow, yew, and spruce trees 
are often used. 
http://www3.kumc.edu/diversity/ethnic_relig/
palm_wc.html 

 
April Fool’s Day, April 1 
 April Fools’ Day, some-
times called All Fools' Day, is one 
of the most light- hearted days of 
the year. However, its origins are 

uncertain. 
Some see it as a 
celebration re-
lated to the turn 
of the seasons, 
while others 
believe it stems 
from the adop-
tion of a new 
calendar. Tradi-
tionally, April 
Fool's Day is 
celebrated as an 
opportunity for 
people to play 
jokes or tricks 

on one another.  The stranger and 
the more absurd the better. The 
challenge is to carry out a trick that 
is believable, if only for a little 
while. Tricks are most successful if 
played earlier in the day before a 
person is wise to what is going on. 
Younger children are also more 
gullible. However, tricks or jokes 
must be harmless and in good taste  

Continued on next page 
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for the unsuspecting "victim." 
Source:Infoplease.com,www.holidayinsights.com/
other/april1.htm 

 
Passover 
 Passover, or Pesach, is an 
eight day observance which  
begins at sunset on the 15th day of 
Nisan in the Hebrew calendar. Dur-
ing this time, Jews celebrate the 
flight of the Israelites from Egyp-
tian slavery in the 1200's B. C. E. 
A ceremonial feast known as the 
Seder takes place on the first two 
nights of Passover. Symbolic foods, 
including unleavened bread, are 
placed on the table.  The word 
Passover is derived from the tenth 
plague God placed on Egypt for 
keeping the Israelites in slavery.  
According to the Bible, God killed 
the first born child in Egyptian 
homes but "passed over" the Israel-
ites' homes which were marked 
with the blood of lambs. 
 
Good Friday 
 Good Friday occurs be-
tween March 20 and April 23 on 
the Friday before Easter. It com-
memorates the crucifixion of Jesus. 
There are few explanations as to 
why the holiday is known as 
"Good" Friday since it commemo-
rates a sorrowful time in Christiani-
ty. Some scholars believe that 
"good" is a corruption of the word 
"God's" while others speculate that 
"good" was used to denote "holy". 
 In Eastern Orthodox church-
es, the observance is known as 
Great Friday. Good Friday has been 
observed since about100 C.E. How-
ever, for many years it had no asso-
ciation with Jesus' death but was 
simply another day of fasting. Since 
the late fourth century, it has been 
associated with the crucifixion. 
Many churches now have mourning 
services from noon until 3:00 p.m. 
to symbolize Jesus' last hours on 

the cross. Some 
congregations 
also re-enact 
Jesus' proces-
sion to the cross 
in a ritual known 
as Stations of 
the Cross. 
http://www3.kumc.edu/
diversity/ethnic_relig/
goodfrid.html 

 
Easter 
 Easter 
celebrates the 
resurrection of Jesus, the most joy-
ous occasion in Christianity. It also 
marks the end of Lent. The date of 
Easter varies each year but always 
falls between March 22 and April 
25. The date is set by  determining 
the Sunday following the full moon 
on or after the vernal equinox (first 
day of spring). 
 According to the Gospel of 
St. John and other scriptures, Mary 
Magdalen arrived at Jesus' tomb 
only to find it empty. An angel told 
her that Jesus had risen and ascend-
ed into heaven.  Many churches 
hold sunrise services on Easter Sun-
day to symbolize the return of light 
to the world after Jesus' resurrec-
tion. The day is observed with 
feasts and celebrations. 
 The name "Easter" reflects 
many pagan customs that are now 
associated with the holiday. Present 
day scholars accept St. Bede's theo-
ry that "Easter" is derived from the 
"Ostern" and "Ostra", Teutonic and 
Scandinavian goddess associated 
with spring and fertility. The Easter 
egg is an example of the pagan ori-
gins of Easter. Pagans believed that 
eggs symbolized earth being reborn 
each spring. Christianity adapted 
this custom to symbolize the rebirth 
of humanity. Easter eggs were first 
decorated in the late 13th century. 
http://www3.kumc.edu/diversity/ethnic_relig/
easter.html  
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April 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Tuition Due 

2 3 

Good Friday 

Passover 

4 

5 

Easter 

6 7 8 9 10 

Tuition Late 
$10 

11 

12 13 14 15 

Income  

Taxes Due 

16 17 18 

19 20 

Patriot’s 
Day 

21 22 
Earth Day 
 
Admin.  
Professional’s 
Day 

23 

Take your 
daughter to 
work day 

24 

Arbor Day 

25 

26 27 

Finals  

Week 

28 
VPK ends 

29 30   

Gabriel 

Ahmed 

Leila 
 Alexander 

Ethan 

Michael 
Leyla 
Zara 

Ms. Dana 

Ms. Deby 

Ms. Brianna 


